
Story Telling

Planning 
& 

Execution



Announcements 
from Barbara. . . 



Story Telling

Planning &
Elements



Planning 
the Story

• Select a Theme

• Something you enjoy is a good starting point

• Story Board

• Identify the story elements

• Post it notes work well

• On each Post it note describe in general terms what the image needs to include. 
(Refer to section on Photo Story Elements)

• Think about Opening and Closing images

• Must have an emotional impact

• Convey a meaning – often difficult

• Use Warm and Cool colors for mood effect

• Avoid boredom – mix up image compositions:

• Vantage points

• Not all Rule of Thirds

• Wide angle /  Telephoto

• Depth of Field

• Action 

• Close up for details

• Angular views

• Backlighted, silhouette

• Gestures: Finger pointing, embrace, body language

• Streamline – Eliminate unnecessary photos

• Strive for Originality



Elements of 
a Five-Image 
Story

• Cover: Grabber

• Usually most powerful

• Excellent composition

• Drama – Action grabs attention

• Establishing: Stage setter
• Represents where the story takes place

• Less about details, more about the big picture

• Detail: Representative of the essence or action within 

the story
• Closeup of the story element

• The more original, the more interesting to the viewer

• Body: Day(s) in the life of
• If human based or wildlife, slice of life

• Landscape – seasonal or time of day

• No fluff:  must contribute something new

• Final/closing: Builds on previous images
• Give viewer an opportunity to reflect on story

• Sometime easier to assemble story with backwards

• Knowing the ending

• Building the middle

• Choosing one as the cover



Composition:
Viewpoint

&
Perspective



Viewpoint & Perspective

• How you look at things

• More importantly: How you want others to look at your photos

• Together they can transform a 2-Dimensional images

into one with 3 - Dimensions 

• Often enhance the desired mood



Low Viewpoint: Strength, Grandeur







High Viewpoint: Intimacy, Isolation, Importance





Perspective Compositional Elements

• Linear  & Leading Lines
• Probably most effective element to create 3D

• Enhanced with more shallow depth of field

• Enhanced with close point of focus

• Overlap

• Subject distance 

• Volume

• Compression



Linear & Leading Lines







Overlap





Subject Distance





Volume





Seldom Just One Element

Distance to the Subject – Focal Length are often the basis for 
establishing the compositional framework

Remember: Depth of Field Plays a Key Role



What 3 Elements?







Today’s 
Assignment

Incorporating DoF and Negative 
Space:

• Create 1 to 3 images that will be 
the first of your 5- or 6- photos 
story. 

• You will select 1 of the 3 
following the critique session.

• You can edit the image 
following the class.



Using a Story 
Board to 
Plan & 

Manage
Your Project



Next Week’s 
Assignment

• Create your story board. Photograph 
it to present in the next class

• Examples of Viewpoint and 
Perspective included in your 3-5 
images


